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Certificate Course in Phule-Ambedkar Studies 

 
 

Objective of the Course 

 This course aims to engage the students critically on several counts in order 
to train them in the Phule-Ambedkarite thought and help them develop understand 
socio-cultural-political realities in and around India. Informing the students of the 
cultural background to the Phule-Ambedkarite movement, the contribution of 
Mahatma Phule and Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar to the egalitarian praxis and the 
possibilities of emancipation in the contemporary context, this course hopes to 
create enlightened citizenry.   

The course will inform the students of the Phule-Ambedkarite perspective 
on history, religion, caste, culture, patriarchy, politics and law, education, 
language, agriculture, labour, capitalism and globalisation.  This will also inform 
them of the epistemological problems in the contemporary knowledge formation 
and help them understand the necessity of critical engagement with the existing 
epistemology and developing new pedagogical practices that are relevant to 
egalitarianism.  

This course also hopes to help the students develop their employability by 
developing various abilities such as rational and critical thinking, stage daring, 
interview skills and critical writing skills in them. 
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Course Contents 

Semester - I 

Paper - I 

Module 1 
Mahatma Jotirao Phule and Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar: Life and Works 
i) Colonial Rule in the Early Nineteenth Century India 
ii) Life and Works of Jotirao Phule 
iii) Politics of Social Reforms in Maharashtra 
iv) Social, Religious and Cultural Reforms initiated by Mahatma Phule 
v) The Age of Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj 
vi) Pre-Ambedkarite Dalit Movement in India 
vii) Life and Works of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 
viii) Dr. Ambedkar’s Movement against Untouchability and Caste 
ix) Social, Religious and Political Reforms initiated by Dr. Ambedkar 

 
 

Module 2 
Phule-Ambedkarite Perspective on Language, Literature, Culture, History and 
Religion 
i) Phule’s Views on Language and Literature 
ii) Phule’s Vision of Alternative Culture 
iii) Ambedkar’s Views on Linguistic States 
iv) Dalit Literature in the Post-Ambedkar Era 
v) Mahatma Phule’s and Dr. Ambedkar’s Critique of Ancient and Medieval 

Literature 
vi) Mahatima Phule’s Views on Indian History 
vii) Dr. Ambedkar’s Interpretation of Indian History : History and Structure of Caste 
viii) Phule’s Critique of Religion 
ix) Dr. Ambedkar’s Views on Hinduism and Buddhism 

 
 
Module 3 
 Phule-Ambedkarite Views on Caste, Agriculture and Peasantry 
i) Phule’s Views on Caste-based Exploitation 
ii) Dr. Ambedkar’s Views on History and Mechanism of Caste in India 
iii) Mahatma Phule’s Views on Peasant Exploitation 
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iv) Dr. Ambedkar’s Views on Agriculture, Struggle against the Practice of Khoti and 
Land Reforms  

v) Contemporary Crisis in Indian Agriculture 
 
Module 4 

Phule-Ambedkarite Political Thought 

i) Phule as a Political Thinker 
ii) Dr. Ambedkar as a Political Thinker 
iii) Dr. Ambedkar’s Notions of Democracy, Secularism, Socialism and His 

Contribution to the Making of the Constitution of India 

 

Semester - II 

Paper - II 

Module 1 
Caste and Patriarchy 
i) Mahatma Phule’s Views on Caste and Patriarchy 
ii) Dr. Ambedkar’s Views on Caste and Patriarchy 
iii) Contemporary Dalit Feminism 

 
Module 2 
Caste and Educational Deprivation  
i) History of Education in India – Vedic, Buddhsit, Medieval, Colonial and 

Postcolonial 
ii) Mahatma Phule’s and Dr. Ambedkar’s Ideas of Educational Reforms 

and Liberation 
iii) Educational Deprivation of the Oppressed Caste-Class Today 
 
Module 3 
Caste, Capitalism and Indian Economy 
i) Caste Economy in Pre-colonial India 
ii) Caste, Market and Discrimination 
iii) Caste and Labour 
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Module 4 
Contemporary Indian Realities 
i) Communalism and Religious Minorities,  
ii) Movements of the Dalits, Tribals, OBCs, Nomadic Tribes, Peasants, Working  

Class, Religious Minorities and WomenDalit Intellectual Activism and Dalit 
Media  

iii) Development Ideology, Economic Discrimination and Social Exclusion 
iv) Caste and Endogamy 
v) Caste and Violence 

Essential Readings 

Sr. 

 
No. 

Title of the Book Author Year 
of 
Public
ation 

Publisher 

1) 
Selected Writings of Jotirao 

Phule. 
 

Phule, Jotirao 
Ed. G. P. 
Deshpande.. 

2002 New Delhi: Leftword 
Books, 

2) Dr. Babasageb Ambedkar: 
Writings and Speeches Vol. 
– 1 

Vasant  Moon (First 
Print 
1982) 
2010 

Mumbai: Government of 
Maharashtra  

3)  
Dalits and the Democratic 
Revolution: Dr. Ambedkar 
and the Dalit Movement in 
Colonial India.  

Gail Omvedt  (First 
Print - 
1994) 
2005 

New Delhi: Sage 
Publications  

 

4)  
Cultural Revolt in a Colonial 
Society: The    Non-
Brahman Movement in 
Western India: 1873 to 1930.  
 

Gail Omvedt  1976 Bombay: Scientific 
Socialist Education Trust 

5)  
Caste-ending Bourgeois 

Democratic Revolution 
and its Socialist 
Consummation.  

Sharad  Patil. 
2005 

 

Shirur: Mavalai 
Prakashan, 

6) 
Buddhism in India: 

Challenging Brahmanism 
and Caste… 

 

Gail Omvedt 2003 New Delhi: Sage 
Publications 
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7) 
 Debrahmanising History: 

Dominance and 
Resistance in Indian 
Society 

 

Braj Ranjan Mani 2005 New Delhi: Manohar 
Publishers and 
Distributors,  

8) 
The Social Context of an 

Ideology: Ambedkar’s 
Political & Social 
Thought 

Gore, M. S. 1993 Sage Publications, New 
Delhi 

9) 
Dr. Ambedkar and 
Untouchability: Analyzing 
and Fighting Caste 

Jafrelot 
Hristopher 

2005 Permanent Black, N. 
Delhi, 

10) 
Caste, Conflict and 

Ideology: Mahatma 
Jotirao Phule and Low 
Caste Protest in 
Nineteenth-Century 
Western India 

O’Hanlon 
Rosalind 

1985 Orient Longman, New 
Delhi 

11) 
From Untouchable to Dalit: 

Essays on the Ambedkar 
Movement 

Zeliot Elinor 2001 Manohar Publishers, 
New Delhi 

12) MkW- ckcklkgsc vkacsMdj  /kuat; dhj  2006 ikI;qyj izdk’ku] eqacbZ 

13 
MkW- vkacsMdj vkf.k 
R;kapk /kEe  

izHkkdj oS| 2005 lqxkok izdk’ku] iq.ks 

14 vkEghgh bfrgkl ?kMoyk mfeZyk iokj] 
ehuk{kh ewu 

2000 lqxkok izdk’ku] iq.ks 

15 egkjk”V~krhy izcks/ku 
vkf.k oxZtkfrizHkqRo  

mes’k cxkMs 2006 lqxkok izdk’ku] iq.ks 

16 vkacsMdjokn&rRRo 
vkf.k O;ogkj 

jkolkgsc dlcs && lqxkok izdk’ku] iq.ks 

17 Hkkjrh; jkT;?kVuk vkf.k 
MkW- vkacsMdj 

jkolkgsc dlcs && lqxkok izdk’ku] iq.ks 

18 MkW- ckcklkgsc 
vkacsMdj&izfrd vkf.k 
okLro  

vkuan rsyrqacMs  2000 Økafrflag ukuk 
ikVhy vdkneh] iq.ks  

19 Qqys] ’kkg]q vkacsMdj 
vkf.k tkfrO;oLFkkvar 

izfrek ijns’kh] 
vuar yks[kaMs] 
fnyhi pOgk.k  

1998 Økafrflag ukuk 
ikVhy vdkneh] 
vgenuxj 
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20 MkW- ckcklkgsc vkacsMdj 
vkf.k Hkkjrh; 
f’k{k.kkrhy tkfrla?k”kZ  

fnyhi pOgk.k 2003 Økafrflag ukuk 
ikVhy vdkneh] 
vgenuxj 

 

Recommended Readings 

Sr. 
No. 

Title of the  Book Author Year of 
Publication 

Publisher 

1 DR. Babasaheb Ambedkar  
W.&S.VOL.1-21 

Vasant Moon and 
others 

--- Mumbai: Government of  
Maharashtra 

2 B. R. Ambedkar the Buddha 
& his Dhamma 
 

Akash S. Rathore 2011 Oxford University, 
New Delhi 

 

3 B. R. Ambedkar Perspective 
on Social Exclusion & I. 
Policies 

Sudhadev Thorat 2008 Oxford University, 
New Delhi 

 

4 Ambedkar and Dalit 
Movement 

Shyamlal 2011 Rawat Publication, 
Jaipur 

 

5 The Dalit Movement in India Eva-Maria 
Hardtmann 

2009 Oxford University, 
New Delhi 

6 Rajarshi Shahu Chhatrapati 
Papers Vol. 9 

Dr. Vilas Sangave 2005 Shivaji University, 
Kolhapur 

 

7 MkW- Hkhejko jketh 
vkacsMdj [kaM 10  

[kSjeksMs 
pkaxnso 
Hkokujko 

2010 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 
 

8 vlk eh txyks  t- xks- lUr 2006 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 
 

9 /kekZarjkph HkhextZuk  dkacGs v:.k 2009 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 
 

10 /kekZarjkps varjax  ™;acd nqucGs 2007 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 

11 MkW- vkacsMdjkaps 
eqfLyefo”k;d fopkj 

MkW- vkuan 
rsyrqacMs 

2009 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 

12 MkW- vkacsMdjkaps 
‘kS{kf.kd foKku 

Mh-ok;- 
gkMsdj 

2005 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 

13 MkW- ckcklkgsc vkacsMdj 
vkf.k dkGkjke eafnj 

;-fn-QMds 2008 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 
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lR;kxzg 
14 vkacsMdj vkf.k ekDlZ  jkolkgsc 

dlcs 
2006 lqxkok izdk’ku] 

iq.ks 
15 Ckkcklkgsc vkacsMdj 

fu;kstu]ty o fo|qr~ 
fodkl Hkwfedk o 
;ksxnku 

lq[knso Fkksjkr 2010 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 

16 Hkkjrh; L=h vkf.k fganw 
dksMfcy 

MkW- vfuy 
lw;kZ  

2010 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 

17 egkHkkjrkrhy fL=;k MkW- vk-g- 
lkGqa[ks 

2006 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 

18 vkacsMdjh tyls MkW- Hkxoku 
Bkdwj 

2005 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 

19 Qqys vkacsMdjh 
pGoGhps Økafr’kkL= 

euksgj ikVhy  2010 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 

20 ekuo vkf.k /keZfparu jkolkgsc 
dlcs 

2008 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 

21 tkR;Urd HkkaMoynkjh 
yksd’kkgh Øzkarh frph 
lektoknh iwrhZ [kaM 3 

‘kjn~ ikVhy  2003 lqxkok izdk’ku] 
iq.ks 

22 Hkkjrh; dkWaxzsl vkf.k 
vkacsMdjh pGoG 

t- fo- iokj  2004 vfLerk 
dE;qfuds’ku] eqacbZ 

23 Ekkuokf/kdkj  MkW-Ogh-,y- 
,jaMs 

2010 eqDrjax 

24 vkacsMdjksRrj vkaacsMdjh 
pGoG [kaM (ifgyk 

t- fo- iokj 2009 dkS’kY; izdk’ku] 
vkSjaxkckn 

25 vkacsMdjksRrj vkacsMdjh 
pGoG [kaM (nqljk 

t- fo-iokj 2006 vfLerk 
dE;qfuds’ku] eqacbZ 

26 vkacsMdjksRrj vkacsMdjh 
pGoG [kaM (frljk 

t- fo-iokj 2007 vfLerk 
dE;qfuds’ku] eqacb 

27 jDrkGysya fVac t- fo-iokj 2006 vfLerk 
dE;qfuds’ku] eqacbZ 

28 vkacsMdjksRrj vkacsMdjh 
pGoG [kaM (pkSFkk 

t- fo-iokj 2010 vfLerk 
dE;qfuds’ku] eqacbZ 

29 dkexkj pGoG  iznhi 
xk;dokM 

2007 f{kfrt ifCyds’ku] 
ukxiwj 

30 ukdscanh t- fo- iokj 2011 vfLerk 
dE;qfuds’ku] eqacbZ 
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Structure Examination 

 

Written Examination   – 50 marks 

Test      – 10 marks 

Film / Book Review   – 10 marks 

Project     – 30 marks 

----------------------------------------------- 

Total     – 100 marks 

 

 

Pattern of Question Paper 

Instructions:  

i) All questions are compulsory. 
ii) All questions carry equal marks. 
iii) Word limit for questions 1 to 3 is 500 and questions 4 to 5 is 1,000. 
iv) Time: 3 Hours                                                                                         Marks: 50 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Q. 1. Write short notes on any Two of the following.                                                               
a) 
b) 
c) 
d)                                                                                                                                               10 
 
Q. 2. Answer any TWO of the following.                                                                                 
a) 
b) 
c) 
d)                                                                                                                                               10 
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Q. 3. Discuss critically any TWO issues of the following.                                                       
a) 
b) 
c) 
d)                                                                                                                                               10 
 
Q.4. Long answer question 
a)  
or 
b)                                                                                                                                               10 
 
Q.5. Long answer question 
a) 
or 
b)                                                                                                                                               10 
   

 
 
 

Award of Grades 
Grade Percentage 
A+ 90 and above  
A 80 to89 
B+ 70 to 79 
B 60 to 69 
C 50 to 59 
F (Failed) 49 and below 

 


